
 

 

 

Collective Worship: Autumn (2) 2024 

Entry & Exit Music: Remembrance Day & Music for Autumn & Winter 
 

Week 1 
Week beginning: Monday, 4th 
November 

Week 2 
Week beginning: Monday, 11th 
November 

Week 3 
Week beginning: 
Monday, 18th 
November 

Week 4 
Week beginning: 
Monday, 25th 
November 

Week 5 
Week beginning: 
Monday, 2nd 
December 

Week 6 
Week beginning: Monday, 9th 
December 

Week 7 
Week beginning: Monday, 16th 
December 

Edward Elgar: Nimrod: Enigma 
Variations 
Nimrod is just one section of a 
14-part piece of music known as 
the Enigma Variations, or more 
formally, Variations on an 
Original Theme (“Engima”), 
Op.36. Each piece was inspired 
by one of Elgar’s friends or 
family, identified through their 
initials or a form of disguise, like 
above. 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=7iM5dymBBI4 
 

Gustav Holst: I Vow to Thee My 
Country 
Written in 1918, ‘I Vow to Thee, 
My Country’ remains one of the 
most popular British hymns to 
this day. 
It was first sung at St Paul’s 
Girls’ School in Hammersmith, 
London, where Holst taught, 
and later became their official 
school hymn. 
Now, it is most strongly 
associated with Remembrance 
Day, being performed at 
services across the UK and the 
rest of the Commonwealth.  
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=GZNJFrb0IGo 
 

Stor Piazzolla: 
‘Autumn’ from The 
Four Seasons of 
Buenos Aires 
About 245 years 
after Vivaldi capture
d the four seasons 
in music, Argentine 
composer Piazzolla 
created a tango-
infused homage to 
the Baroque compo
ser’s enduring work. 
 
Piazzolla’s series of 
single tango 
movements contain 
several references 
to Vivaldi’s famous 
work, and autumn is 
suitably dramatic, 
with raindrops and 
the deep light and 
shade cast by a low, 
wintery sun audible 
in the music. 
https://youtu.be/yP
FUEVqTHqo 
 

Einojuhani 
Rautavaara: 
Autumn Gardens 
Finnish composer 
Rautavaara’s work 
depicting autumnal 
gardens is a lyrical 
piece in three 
moments for 
symphony 
orchestra. 
 
Shimmering strings 
evoke the last 
throes of summer in 
the opening 
movement, before 
the light starts to 
fade in the second 
movement, and 
autumn’s full chill 
can be felt by the 
final section of the 
piece. 
https://youtu.be/D7
R9Y2FKRqw 
 

Vivaldi: The Four 
Seasons (Winter) 
Around 300 years 
ago when he wrote 
The Four Seasons 
Vivaldi was one of 
the first people to 
compose music 
that was designed 
to remind listeners 
of places and 
things in the world 
around them.  
 
In the first 
movement of 
‘Winter’ Vivaldi 
brilliantly conveys 
the biting cold, 
gusting wind, 
trembling bodies, 
and chattering 
teeth on his 
beloved violin. 
https://youtu.be/C
z1e6jLYVVE 
 

Gustav Holst: In the Bleak 
Midwinter 
The carol is based on a poem 
entitled ‘A Christmas Carol’ by 
English poet Christina Rossetti. 
The poem was first published 
in January 1872. 
It wasn’t until 1906 that the 
poem was set to music. 
Rossetti’s words were set to a 
melody composed by 
Gustav Holst, and it was 
published under the title ‘In 
The Bleak Midwinter’ in The 
English Hymnal. 
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=cBCYZ9jIJkI 
 
 

Watts: Joy to the World‘ 
‘Joy to the World’ was written 
by a man called Isaac Watts, an 
English Christian minister and 
writer whose sacred words 
were inspired by Psalm 98 of 
the Bible. 
 
Watts published it in his 
collection of hymns and spiritual 
songs, The Psalms of David, way 
back in 1719. 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=DLT9dSt8cwg 
 

Our Value for Autumn 2 is: Respect 
What is Respect? 
General Interpretation 
Respect can mean simply treating each other with politeness and courtesy, and recognising that everyone’s contribution is important and that everyone’s feelings should be considered. Respecting someone 
does not mean that we always agree with the other person but that we are prepared to listen and share our views without rudeness or impatience.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iM5dymBBI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iM5dymBBI4
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/primary-school-assembly-hymns-absolute-anthems/
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/holst/
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/latest/music-for-remembrance-day/
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/latest/music-for-remembrance-day/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZNJFrb0IGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZNJFrb0IGo
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/vivaldi/13-year-old-christian-li-decca-recording/
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/piazzolla/
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/periods-genres/baroque/
https://youtu.be/yPFUEVqTHqo
https://youtu.be/yPFUEVqTHqo
https://youtu.be/D7R9Y2FKRqw
https://youtu.be/D7R9Y2FKRqw
https://youtu.be/Cz1e6jLYVVE
https://youtu.be/Cz1e6jLYVVE
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/holst/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBCYZ9jIJkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBCYZ9jIJkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLT9dSt8cwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLT9dSt8cwg


 

 

Christian Interpretation 
Christians believe that we all God’s people and that we all matter. Respect involves taking responsibility for each other and interacting with others in a courteous manner; it is about valuing everyone and 
celebrating our differences. Christians recognise that respect needs to start with respect for ourselves and our own unique contribution to our homes, schools or communities. Having self-respect also means 
celebrating and nurturing our talents so that we the best we can be.  
‘So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you’ Matthew 7:12 

 

 

Spirituality at Castle Camps 

In Collective Worship we use the language of 'Windows, Mirrors and Doors' to help support the spiritual development of the school community. 

 
Our model for Spiritual Development 

 
Windows – Learning about life 

Look outwards. Learn. 

We give children opportunities to become aware of the world in new ways; to wonder about life’s ‘Wows’ (things that are amazing and unexplainable 
as to why they evoke such a response) and ‘Ows’ (things that upset us and cause us to be uncertain).  In this, our children are learning about life in all 
its fullness. 

 
Mirrors – Learning from life 

Look inwards. Reflect. Ask questions. 

We give children opportunities to reflect on their experiences; to meditate and reflect on life’s big questions and to consider some possible 
answers.  In this, they are learning from life by exploring their own insights and perspectives and those of others. 

 
Doors – Learning to live life 

Respond. Step out. Live our values. 

We give children opportunity to respond to all of this; to do something creative as a means of expressing, applying and further developing their 
thoughts and convictions.  In this they are learning to live by putting into action what they are coming to believe and value. 

 
 
  



 

 

 

Week 1 
Week beginning: Monday, 4th November 

Theme: Learning from David in ways that make the world a better place 
Liturgical Colour: Green 

Monday 
Whole School Collective Worship: 
Miss O’Connor 

Tuesday 
Class Collective Worship 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
Hymn Practice 
 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
Golden Book: Our Value is respect 

WHO AM I? 
I Samuel 16, 17 (verses referenced 
below) 
I wonder what you would like to be 
later on your life?  I wonder how the 
things that you learn and do now 
might help you to achieve your aims in 
life?  We are going to think of an 
important figure in the Bible whose 
early life helped to shape who he 
would later become. 
 
There are some images of David that 
you might use as clues that you can 
search on the internet.  Using less 
familiar ones and building to things 
more likely to be recognised might 
work.  
Alternatively, you could give a fact file 
item by item or interview someone in 
role play using information like this: 
Address?  Bethlehem in Judah 
Age?  15 but everyone keeps telling me 
I am ‘only a boy’ (I Sam 17:33,42) 
Birthday? Not sure 
Brothers and sisters?  7 brothers 
Dad’s name?  Jesse 
Favourite sandwich filling?  Cheese 
(this is what David takes to the soldiers 
in I Sam 17:17,18) 
Hobbies?  Play the harp, write songs, 
practise with my catapult and stones 
What would you like to be in the 
future? I am a shepherd now and an 
armour bearer for the king, but would 
like to be a great musician, soldier or 

GOD CALLS DAVID TO BE KING 
1 Samuel 16 
Reflect on yesterday’s collective 
worship ppt. 
Look at some book covers that do not 
necessarily help you to know much 
about the book – I wonder if you know 
what this book is about or what it will 
be like by looking at the cover?  I 
wonder how we would find out if we 
are right?  Perhaps we should not 
always judge a book by its cover. There 
is a verse in our Bible passage today 
that says something similar,  
People look at the outside of a person, 
but the Lord looks at the heart I Sam 
16:7 
 
The story about David today is all 
about not judging by appearances – 
use an appropriate Bible version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g
9Obyj-BPWE 
 
Dear God 
We thank you for surprises and how 
you look at our hearts and not what 
we look like.  Help us to see people not 
as they are now but as they could be.   
AMEN 
 
God anoints David to be King of Israel 
as a young boy.  I wonder why God 
chose him?  I wonder if he will be the 
right choice? God doesn’t always 
follow and do what people expect.  

No Collective Worship – Hall in use for 
Open Morning 

Songs for Remembrance  
 
Flu vaccinations in school -am 

Discussing our Spirituality Model: 
Windows, Mirrors & Doors 

 

DAVID THE MUSICIAN 

Psalm 138:6-7 

The Psalms in the Bible are mostly 
attributed to David.  We are told he 
played the harp and was an 
accomplished musician. 

I wonder what are your favourite 
songs?  I wonder what type of songs 
you like best and what are the main 
themes of these songs?  (you could 
play music with different sorts of 
‘moods and talk about them). 

The songs (Psalms) that David wrote 
also had different moods and themes 
– some praise God (eg Psalm 150), 
some ask God for help and guidance 
(eg Psalm 119), others talk about what 
God is like (eg Psalm 93), some ask 
questions about our part in the world 
(Psalm 139). 

 

I wonder why David wrote this one?  I 
wonder how he was feeling and what 
might have been happening in his life? 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the 
anger of my foes; 
with your right hand you save me. 
Psalm 138: 6-7 
I wonder how it might help us today? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9Obyj-BPWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9Obyj-BPWE


 

 

possibly even king (I Sam 16:21,23, 
17:15) 
 
I wonder if you get any sense of the 
person that God was helping David to 
become? 

 

Dear God, thank you that you are 
always there to help to guide and 
shape our lives.  Thank you that we 
can trust you for our present and for 
our future. AMEN 

God has a job and plan for each of us 
but I wonder what it will be? 

Christians continue say the Psalms 
today and to sing songs based on the 
Psalms in different ways, both 
traditional and contemporary. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H
OEwCzfyVC4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2
MKb32C66-I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U
t5LBsi-YGE 
Dear God, We thank you for our 
talents and gifts. Help us strive to use 
them wisely for the benefit of our 
special community. Give us the grace 
to be humble, respectful and tolerant 
this day and all the days of our lives.  
AMEN 
 

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOEwCzfyVC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOEwCzfyVC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MKb32C66-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MKb32C66-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut5LBsi-YGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut5LBsi-YGE


 

 

Week 2 
Week beginning: Monday, 11th November 

Theme: Remembrance & Peace & Children in Need 
Liturgical Colour: Green 

Monday 
10:45am - Whole School Collective 
Worship: Miss O’Connor 

Tuesday 
Class Collective Worship 

Wednesday 
Whole School Collective Worship: Mrs 
French 

Thursday 
Hymn Practice 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
Golden Book: Respect 

Remembrance Service 
PEACEMAKING 
Matthew 5:9 
Find appropriate images as suggested 
to think about marking Remembrance 
Sunday 
Image of poppy/poppies: I wonder 
what you think of when you see 
these? For most of us, it will be ‘Poppy 
Day’ or more correctly, Remembrance 
(Armistice) Day – when across the 
world, the nations remember the 
many acts of courage, selflessness and 
service of those who fought in past 
wars, and those who are still doing so. 
We choose to remember in this way as 
an act of gratitude.  
Image of WW1 as appropriate: Since 
the end of the Great War (also known 
as WW1) in 1918, which people said 
was the ‘war to end all wars’, poppies 
have become a symbol for this act of 
remembering and being thankful.  
Image of War Memorial: Our peace 
was won at a very great cost, which is 
why on Remembrance Day each year, 
we hear the words ‘At the going down 
of the sun, and in the morning, we will 
remember them’, as we think of those 
who gave so much so that we might 
live at peace…. 
Words of Jesus  
Jesus once talked about being a 
‘peacemaker’ – and that our world 
would need people who would be 
prepared to act in ways that would 
bring peace – which is perhaps not 
what you’re expecting to hear as 

THE PEACE PRAYER 
Matthew 5:9 
The Peace Prayer was written by Satish 
Kumar and adopted by the Prayer for 
Peace Movement in 1981.  It is used 
peoples of different faiths across the 
world.  There is a Week of Prayer for 
World Peace in October and a World 
Peace Day as well.  It is also an 
appropriate focus for the week when 
we focus on Remembrance Sunday. 
  
I wonder if you can think of some sets 
of opposites? We are thinking about a 
prayer with some opposites within in 
today. 
The Peace Prayer: 
Lead me from Death to Life 
From Falsehood to Truth 
Lead me from Despair to Hope 
From Fear to Trust 
From War to Peace 
Let Peace fill our heart, our world, our 
universe 
 
I wonder how the world might be a 
better place if we could move it from 
one set of the opposites to the other?  
I wonder what the world would look 
like then?  I wonder how a world like 
this would honour those who gave 
their lives in the cause of peace? 
 
Give time to reflect on these words 
and use the prayer as part of your 
worship. 
 

PEACE AND FORGIVENESS 

Matthew 18: 21-35 

As during and following war, true 

peace often demands forgiveness.  

Use 

 - Large clear vases filled with water 

 - Soluble vitamin tablets (or paint) 

that cause the water to change colour 

 

Find a story or tell a personal anecdote 
about when you or someone else 
needed to forgive another person.  I 
wonder why forgiveness was needed 
in this story/anecdote?  I wonder how 
the people felt after forgiveness had 
been offered and accepted? Read the 
Bible passage about what Jesus said 
about forgiveness. 
 
Sometimes people do and say things 
to hurt us on purpose.  Sometimes 
they don’t mean it, but it hurts 
anyway. Forgiveness is hard. Watch 
this tablet dissolve into the water – if 
we offer and accept forgiveness, it can 
be like this process.   Encourage the 
pupils to watch until the tablet has 
completely dissolved. As the water 
changes colour, it’s a reminder that 
actions often have consequences and 
that the consequences may go on even 
after the person has been forgiven. 
Forgiveness itself may need to be an 
ongoing, conscious process.  However, 
forgiving and being forgiven is often an 
important part of feeling at peace in 

Hymns linked to Collective Worship 
themes  

Children in Need Day 
 
CELEBRATE  
James 2:14-17 
Children in Need is also marked today 
and you  may be taking part in this – 
remembering and responding to the 
needs of others who need your help. 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk
/ 

Remember that not all children feel 
safe or at peace in their lives.  Take 
time to give thanks for those who 
respond with care, kindness and 
compassion in our school, your 
community and the wider world to 
make sure that all children can feel a 
sense of peace and happiness. 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/


 

 

we’ve been thinking about the great 
cost of war!  
 
I wonder if you can think of practical 
ideas through which you can be a good 
peacemaker? (pupils could be invited 
to add ideas on poppies for a display) 
 
Use this song as a prayer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
_SOqy7glSw 

This song is based on the words of the 
prayer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q
ICK2UGw04A 
 

 

body, mind and spirit. 
 
Peace is costly but worth the expense 
(African proverb).  I wonder how 
forgiveness might be similar? 
 
Be aware that pupils may want to talk 
about their hurt feelings so make sure 
this is possible 

  

Pray for those places in 

the world which need 

the touch of peace and 

peacemakers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_SOqy7glSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_SOqy7glSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QICK2UGw04A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QICK2UGw04A


 

 

Week 3 
Week beginning: Monday, 18th November 

Theme: Anti-Bullying Week 
Liturgical Colour: Green 

Monday 
Whole School Collective Worship: 
Miss O’Connor 

Tuesday 
Class Collective Worship 

Wednesday 
Whole School Collective Worship: 
Miss Rankine 

Thursday 
Hymn Practice 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
Golden Book 

WE ALL NEED FRIENDS 
I Samuel 19:1-10 
 Talk about the image: I wonder what 
is happening here? I wonder if you 
have ever seen anyone who is on their 
own? Sometimes people choose to be 
on their own: why might they make 
that choice? But would there be 
another reason that they are on their 
own? I wonder how we would know 
the difference? How does it feel to be 
left out? Why do people leave others 
out? Why do people choose not to 
help if they see someone who is left 
out?  

 
 
One of the things that happened to 
David was that King Saul tried to 
isolate him and leave him out because 
he knew that God had chosen David as 
the next king.  Saul became jealous 
and attacked David in different ways – 
he even tried to kill David.  David 
escaped and found people who 
supported him and helped him to 
become the king as God intended. 
 

Leaving other people out in ways that 
mean that they have no-one to 
befriend or support them can be a 
form of bullying and we are going to 

WHAT DID JESUS DO? 
Luke 19:1-10 
Sadly, many pupils will have 
experienced bullying and be all too 
familiar with what it feels like to be 
bullied. Bullying comes in many 
different forms, including mental, 
physical and emotional. It could be as 
simple as ignoring someone in the 
class just because everybody else 
does, posting mean comments about 
someone online, or sharing a joke at 
someone else's expense.  
 

Christians often ask themselves ‘What 
Would Jesus Do?’ to decide how they 
should treat others. The account of an 
individual whom everyone hated, 
Zacchaeus the chief tax collector, helps 
us to see how Jesus treated someone 
who had become isolated and 
ostracised. 
Explore the story as most appropriate: 
https://freebibleimages.org/photos/lu
mo-zacchaeus/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
dOSWhqQwhw 

https://www.brf.org.uk/product/nice-
and-nasty-jesus-makes-friends-with-
zacchaeus/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N
PedyvaPSpw 

 

When Jesus stepped into this 
situation, his reaction to Zacchaeus 
was very different from the reaction of 
the people of Jericho, the ‘crowd’ in 

WHAT OTHER GOOD EXAMPLES CAN 
WE FOLLOW? 

Isaiah 1:17 

We all share the responsibility to take 
action if we witness the bullying of 
others. Bullies are able to continue 
because no one challenges what it is 
they are doing.   Here are two people 
who did not let the ‘bullies’ win. 
 
The story of Malala Yousafzai ‘Malala’s 
Magic Pencil’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z
VgtqDDXWVg 

(Finish at 6.24 mins) 

is a story of one Muslim girl’s act of 
defiance, standing up for what she 
believed was right and good in her 
community, namely that girls should 
be allowed to attend school, just like 
boys. Although her actions met with 
conflict, and forced her to leave her 
home in Pakistan, her story ends 
hopefully, with her influence and voice 
changing the world and becoming the 
youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize 
winner (2014). You can find out more 
about her life and work here:  

https://malala.org/ 

 

Desmond and the Very Mean Word by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu  

This is a story from this great man’s 
childhood and explores his response to 
an incident of bullying and how he was 
helped by the wise words of his friend 

Hymns linked to Collective Worship 
themes 

CELEBRATE  
One Kind Word 
‘Ask if someone’s OK. Say you’re sorry. 
Just say hey’. 
In a world that can sometimes feel like 
it’s filled with negativity, one kind 
word can provide a moment of hope. 
It can be a turning point. It can change 
someone’s perspective. It can change 
their day. It can change the course of a 
conversation and break the cycle of 
bullying. 
 
Father God, You have placed Your 
children in a world where people push 
and shove to be first. But you have 
called us to view life from a 
perspective that considers others to be 
as important as ourselves.  May our 
love and consideration for others grow 
and may the example of Jesus guide us 
as we make decisions that affect 
others and ourselves.  Amen. 
 

https://freebibleimages.org/photos/lumo-zacchaeus/
https://freebibleimages.org/photos/lumo-zacchaeus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdOSWhqQwhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdOSWhqQwhw
https://www.brf.org.uk/product/nice-and-nasty-jesus-makes-friends-with-zacchaeus/
https://www.brf.org.uk/product/nice-and-nasty-jesus-makes-friends-with-zacchaeus/
https://www.brf.org.uk/product/nice-and-nasty-jesus-makes-friends-with-zacchaeus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPedyvaPSpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPedyvaPSpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVgtqDDXWVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVgtqDDXWVg
https://malala.org/


 

 

think about how we make sure that 
bullying is not tolerated in our school 
over the course of this week. 

the story. Jesus changed everything – 
and he calls people who follow him to 
do the same. I wonder what this might 
mean for us, today? I wonder what we 
might learn from Zacchaeus about 
people who feel isolated and alone? I 
wonder what we might learn from this 
story about how easy it is to be a 
bystander in the crowd? I wonder how 
Jesus’ actions can help us decide how 
to treat people? 

 

Father Trevor (a number of versions 
are available on youtube) 

 

Lord Jesus Thank you for your example 
of being kind to all. Help us to include 
others in our work and play. Help us to 
stand up for those who feel left out 
and to do all we can to help them to 
feel included. Amen 

 

  



 

 

 

Week 4 
Week beginning: Monday, 25th November 

Theme: David trusts God for his choices 
Liturgical Colour: Green 

Monday 
Whole School Collective Worship: 
Miss O’Connor 

Tuesday 
Class Collective Worship 

Wednesday 
Whole School Collective Worship: Mrs 
Wright 

Thursday 
Hymn Practice 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
Golden Book: Respect 

DAVID AND GOLIATH 
I Samuel 17. 
Links back to Week 1: Monday 
 
I wonder if there has ever been 
something in your life that feels like a 
big barrier that you cannot get over or 
around?  I wonder if you ever felt that 
you needed some sort of shield to 
protect you from something that was 
difficult for you? 
 
Today’s story features an enormous 
barrier/problem and also shows that 
we do not always need a real shield for 
protection if God is on our side. 
 
There are many ways to tell the story 
of David and Goliath – remember that 
he was simply delivering food to his 
older and stronger brother who were 
serving in King Saul’s army when he 
found the courage and the cleverness 
to face and defeat Goliath. 
https://www.brf.org.uk/product/david
-and-goliath-a-very-loud-story-with-
drums-and-percussion/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7
zLAcUZkxHA TO 3.30 ONLY 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B
sup35Xixtk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B
sup35Xixtk  TO 3.45 ONLY 
 
This is a classic story about the small 
guy defeating the bigger guy. I wonder 

Christmas Art Day in school 
KING SAUL BECOMES JEALOUS OF 
DAVID 
1 Samuel 24 
 
I wonder how Saul might have treated 
David after he rid the Israelites of the 
threat from the Philistines by killing 
Goliath? I wonder how you would 
have treated someone who did 
something really amazing and brave 
for you even though it was dangerous? 
 
It might not be how you would think 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4
1vnmcocZ1A  is a video explaining why 
Saul was jealous of David. 
 
I wonder if you think that David did 
the right thing? I wonder what damage 
was done to Saul and David by the 
jealousy?  
 
Being jealous of others is 
http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com
/search/label/David%20and%20Saul – 
here is an object lesson on choosing 
not to fight back. 
Optional (or show a Youtube video of 
experiment): 

You will need two jars or bottles with 
lids, white vinegar, water and 
bicarbonate of soda.  Put neat vinegar 
in one jar and a mix of vinegar and 
water in another jar. Talk about what 
it is like when people make you 

SIAMS Pre-Inspection Visit 10am-2pm 
DAVID AND JONATHAN – AN 
EXAMPLE OF GREAT FRIENDSHIP 
I Samuel 20:17-23 

I wonder how friends mark their 
friendship with each other? I wonder if 
you have ever given a gift to a friend 
like a friendship bracelet or made a 
promise to a friend? I wonder what 
colour friendship might be?   I wonder 
what makes a best friend and I wonder 
how friends prove they are friends? 

Explain that Jonathan (who was the 
son of King Saul) and David stayed 
friends all their life, despite enormous 
pressures and dangers.  Saul had 
become jealous of David and wanted 
to kill him so David had to run away.  
As the future king, David needed to 
know what was happening at court 
and his trusted friend Jonathan helped 
him – the story in the Bible passage 
tells about one way of doing this which 
was risky and dangerous.  You might 
also have other examples of how far 
true friends will go to help and support 
each other. 

Use some ‘speech bubbles’ and invite 
pupils to fill in the missing word or 
words in the phrase, ‘Friendship 

Songs for Advent & Christmas Advent Service in school at 10am  
Celebrate 
By looking forward 
 
If you have not already, you might 
want to bring out your Advent wreath 
and explain how a similar wreath used 
in many churches leading up to 
Christmas.  Set the scene for a time of 
waiting before the time of Christmas 
celebration. 
 

https://www.brf.org.uk/product/david-and-goliath-a-very-loud-story-with-drums-and-percussion/
https://www.brf.org.uk/product/david-and-goliath-a-very-loud-story-with-drums-and-percussion/
https://www.brf.org.uk/product/david-and-goliath-a-very-loud-story-with-drums-and-percussion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zLAcUZkxHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zLAcUZkxHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bsup35Xixtk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bsup35Xixtk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bsup35Xixtk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bsup35Xixtk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41vnmcocZ1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41vnmcocZ1A
http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/search/label/David%20and%20Saul
http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/search/label/David%20and%20Saul


 

 

what  it was that actually gave David 
the power to win? (David’s powerful 
faith in God, which is a key point for 
Jewish believers and Christians. I 
wonder what this story is saying to you 
about courage, or hope, or 
perseverance, or taking on 
responsibility for something in ways 
that will act as a shield or as a help in 
overcoming a big problem? 

angry.  Add half a teaspoon of bicarb 
to the water/ vinegar jar.  The mixture 
will fizz a little but nothing more.  Put 
a lid on the jar.  

Next, put a spoonful of bicarb in the 
vinegar jar and add another spoonful 
as well.  The mixture will fizz up and 
explode out of the jar (best to keep 
the jars on a tray to collect the fizzy 
liquid!    

 

David chose not to ‘explode’ like the 
second jar.  He chose to be a better 
person than Saul, to do the clever 
thing and the thing that Jesus tells us 
to do- to turn the other cheek.  He 
didn't fight back against Saul and kill 
him, instead he chose to try and keep 
a lid on the situation by doing the right 
thing.   

 

I wonder what we do when faced with 
similar choices? 

means…’ and use as a basis for prayers 
about friends and friendship. 

Think about this verse 
Two are better than one, because they 
have a good return for their labour:  If 
either of them falls down, one can help 
the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Week 5 
Week beginning: Monday, 2nd December 

Theme:  David Becomes King & Christingle 
Liturgical Colour: Purple 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
Preparing for Christingle & Service 

Wednesday 
Whole School Collective Worship: Mrs 
Kemshell 

Thursday 
Hymn Practice 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
Golden Book: respect 

School Closed – Training Day In the morning, the children prepare 
for the Christingle Service by making 
their own Christingle. 
 
There will be a virtual Christingle 
Service from Ely Cathedral at 1:30pm. 
 
 

DAVID BECOMES KING 
2 Samuel 5:1-12 
You shall shepherd my people Israel 
and you shall become their ruler (v2) 
 
I wonder what makes a good king or a 
bad king or queen?  Perhaps use some 
examples of kings and queens that the 
pupils know about and ask if they were 
good or bad rulers and what evidence 
the pupils have to back up their 
opinions. 
 
David had waited a long time (almost 
20 years) to become king, but finally 
God’s promise happened. I wonder 
how David felt when he finally became 
king? I wonder what David had learned 
in all the years of waiting that would 
help him to become a good king?  I 
wonder if he had learning something 
about trust and about wisdom? 
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with 
all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make 
your paths. 
David followed God’s paths, it had 
been difficult at times and he had 
messed up, but he trusted in God and 
trusted him to help him make most 
decisions.  

 

I wonder what this story teaches about 
God and his promises? I wonder if we 

Songs for Advent & Christmas 
 
  

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 
Psalm 23 
 
Read, sing or listen to this Psalm 
written by David. Remember that 
David wrote this Psalm.  I wonder 
what it tells you about David and how 
he feels about God? I wonder why it is 
an important Psalm for Christians? I 
wonder what it says about God and 
God’s relationship with people?   



 

 

trust in God to keep his promises like 
David did?   

 

A Christian song about God’s promises 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H
CUIDB0C2_Y 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCUIDB0C2_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCUIDB0C2_Y


 

 

Week 6 
Week beginning: Monday, 9th December 

Theme: Advent: The One to Come 

Liturgical Colour: Purple 

Monday 
Whole School  

Tuesday 
Class Collective Worship 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
Pantomime 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
Golden Book: Respect 

9:15am - KS2 Dress Rehearsal to the 
school: Christmas Around the World 
 
 
 

ADVENT: THE ONE TO COME 

Isaiah 9:2 

Isaiah was a prophet in the eighth 
century BC, working in the south of 
Israel. Through his writings he brings a 
message of warning to the people of 
God, because they are not living in the 
way they should, but he then has a 
message of comfort for his readers as 
they go through difficult times. The 
third part of Isaiah looks forward to 
the distant future when there will be a 
new heaven and a new earth. These 
different voices of the prophet 
correspond to three different sections 
of the book, but it is the message of 
hope that Christians turn to during the 
season of Advent, as they get ready for 
the mystery of Christmas. 

 

I wonder what you are looking forward 
to today? I wonder how you have felt 
when you were waiting for a special 
day, your birthday, or a wedding? 
Advent is a time of waiting and 
anticipation.  Show some pictures of 
familiar cartoon characters, famous 
people or even wild animals. With talk 
partners, choose some adjectives that 
you would use to describe the 
character e.g. gentle dolphin; fierce 
tiger; greedy Homer; brave Florence 
[Nightingale] etc.  Light a candle in the 
dark and think of ways to describe this. 
I wonder how this helps us to 
understand Isaiah 9:2?  I wonder what 

9:15am - KS2 Community 
Performance (Christmas Around the 
World) 
 
 
 
 
 

West Midlands Theatre Production - 
am 

ADVENT: THE ONE TO COME 

Isaiah 9:6 

In Advent, Christians prepare for Jesus 
– who comes to bring light in the 
darkness as we thought about 
yesterday. Long before Jesus was born, 
prophets including Isaiah brought 
messages from God about what the 
‘Messiah’ would be like. Christians 
believe Jesus is the one they were 
talking about.  

Today, we will look at some of the 
names that the prophet Isaiah used to 
describe Jesus. You could read the text 
together and pick out the key names, 
talking about the adjectives. His name 
will be Wonderful Counsellor. I 
wonder what a counsellor does? It is a 
person who gives advice, helps people 
to make choices. I wonder what 
choices you have already made today 
and what choices you make day by 
day? Talk about the choices we make. 
Not just what fruit at snack time, but 
more difficult choices. What we say to 
people… If we will help someone…. 
Sensitively explore some of the more 
difficult choices the children have 
made. (Be aware, for example, that 
where parents live apart children may 
feel that they have to choose between 
parents) Many Christians believe that 
Jesus will help them to make good 
choices. 

 

His name will be Powerful God, 
Christians believe that God is a mighty, 



 

 

the people who lived before Jesus was 
born were waiting for? 

 

You could use the Nick & Becky Drake 
song ‘I am a city on a hill’  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
TEadEftdnM or others that you know 
e.g. ‘This little light of mine’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c
KkbIZtqhyQ 
 
 
 

powerful God, that God can do things 
that seem impossible to humans, that 
God made the universe, including the 
stars millions of light years away. I 
wonder how  Jesus showed God’s 
power? I wonder what you might have 
seen that might explain why Christians 
believe God is powerful? I wonder if 
there are there times when you wish 
God would show his power more in 
our world? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T
N5BaOGTmGs uses these words in a 
very famous piece of m 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTEadEftdnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTEadEftdnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN5BaOGTmGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN5BaOGTmGs


 

 

  

 

Week 7 
Week beginning: Monday, 16th December 

Theme: Christmas 
Liturgical Colour: Purple 

Monday 
Whole School Collective Worship: 
Miss O’Connor 

Tuesday 
Whole School Assembly: GENR8 

Wednesday 
Whole School Collective Worship: 
Miss O’Connor 

Thursday 
Hymn Practice 

Friday 
Whole School – Miss O’Connor 
No Golden Book today 

CHRISTMAS  JOY 
Luke 2:10 
I bring good news of great JOY that will 
be for all the people. 
 
I wonder who said these words and 
how you think it relates to Christmas 
and the Christmas story? 
 
Use a wooden crib set or printed-out 
pictures of the different characters in 
the Christmas story. Or you could 
simply write the names of those 
characters on post-it notes.   
 
I wonder what makes Christmas so 
joyful for you? (be sensitive here to 
the circumstances of families – where 
Christmas may be a stressful time) I 
wonder whether it would still feel 
joyful if we didn’t have those things 
you talked about? I wonder if it is a 
real Christmas without presents, 
decorations and food?  
 
You could watch this clip of The 
Grinch, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p
8J-YmVs1j0  where the people of 
Whoville, whose presents and 
Christmas trimmings have been stolen 
away, sing joyfully anyway leading the 
Grinch to wonder: ‘maybe Christmas 
doesn’t come from a store?’  
 

GenR8 Christmas Assembly at 
10:20am. 
 
Early break at 10am. 
 

CHRISTMAS EMOTIONS (Mary) 
Luke 1:26-2:20 
 
At some moments, Mary is full of joy 
and excitement. At other moments, 
she must have been really worried and 
anxious. Mary shows us that it is 
completely human to feel lots of 
different emotions. I wonder how 
Christmas makes you feel? It’s unlikely 
you will feel the same about every 
aspect of the Christmas season – some 
of it may feel joyful, some of it may 
feel harder. For example, 
remembering someone who used to 
be with us who isn’t now, feeling 
disappointed about missing out on 
something you wished for or getting 
excited about a special Christmas 
activity. I wonder what helps you in 
the ‘down’ moments? I wonder what 
brings you COMFORT? I wonder how 
you might bring comfort to others in 
their down times?  
(Remember, it is healthy to have both 
up and down times in our life - this clip 
from Inside Out may be an appropriate 
reminder of the need for all emotions 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
wTbfX9FBZC4  ) 
 
Christians believe they can come to 
Jesus with their worries, fears and 
sadness knowing that he empathises 
with them. He has felt all those 

Songs for Advent & Christmas 
 
GenR8 Prayer Spaces Day – set up in 
Library 

Carols Around the Tree 
End of Term –Luke 2:10-11 
We will join together for carols 
around the tree, 
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for all the fun and 
excitement of Christmas. 
Thank you for sending Jesus as a gift 
from you into this world. 
As we look at the lights on the tree, 
remind us of the light which Jesus 
brought to the world. 
When we sing songs and carols, 
remind us of the hope which Jesus 
brought. 
As we open our presents, help us to 
remember that Jesus was the best gift 
of all. 
As we share special times with family 
and friends, help us to share the light 
and hope of Jesus with others. 
AMEN 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8J-YmVs1j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8J-YmVs1j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTbfX9FBZC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTbfX9FBZC4


 

 

Look at the various characters from 
the Christmas story – which of these 
characters experienced and showed 
joy in the Christmas narrative? 
 
Reflect on JOY and give thanks for the 
joy of Christmas by listening to this 
acapella version of the carol Joy to the 
World 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
Xo64Q2ucQ8 

feelings too – right from when he was 
a baby. His birth was not in a clean, 
safe hospital but a noisy stable. His 
family had to run away from a jealous 
king and he began his life in hiding, as 
a refugee. But he also experienced 
love, the excitement of visitors who 
thought he was special and the joy of 
angel choirs! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Xo64Q2ucQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Xo64Q2ucQ8

